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ENGLAND V AUSTRALIA
ENGLAND

BATTLE OF THE FLY HALVES

•	 Pass to Kick Ratio - In the first match of ANS24 against New Zealand, England 
elected to kick the ball once every 3.1 passes, compared to New Zealand who elected 
to kick the ball once every 6.9 passes. This follows their trend from the M6N 2024, 
where England elected to kick the ball once every 4.3 passes: a tournament low. 

•	 Territory Conceded: England conceded 139m from penalty kicks to touch, 20 meters 
more than New Zealand who conceded 119m. Interestingly enough, of England’s 
139m conceded, 81 of them came in the last 20 minutes of the match. 

•	 Passing: England had round 0 lows in these passing categories:
	- Total Pass Count: 92 (Second lowest count being Scotland with 177)
	- Total Pass Distance: 543.1m (All other teams passed 1000+ meters)
	- England had a tied tournament low Total Pass Count in the M6N 2024  

– with 122 per game, 30 more than England had in Round 0 

•	 Ben Spencer – Spencer kicked 11 of England’s 12 Box Kicks in Round 0. This is 
compared to New Zealand who kicked 6 in total, with their leader being Cortez 
Ratima who had 4. Spencer had an average box-kick distance of 30.1m, second 
highest in Round 0. 

•	 Marcus Smith – Smith had a total of 8 passes against New Zealand. This was a round 
0 low between starting fly halves (second lowest being Barrett with 23). Smith was 
the only player in Round 0 to successfully kick a 50-22

NEW ZEALAND TOTAL PASSES TOTAL PASS DIST. KICKS IN PLAY AVERAGE KICK IN PLAY DIST.

Barrett 23 121.8m 16 28.3m

McKenzie 7 35.6m 1 30.3m

Combined 30 157.4 17 28.4m

ENGLAND TOTAL PASSES TOTAL PASS DIST. KICKS IN PLAY AVERAGE KICK IN PLAY DIST.

Smith 8 29.9m 7 25.2m

Ford 3 14.3m 2 39.6m

Combined 11 44.2m 9 28.4m
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