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MATCH EDITORIAL 

ITALY VS SCOTLAND
ITALY
Passing 
• Italy have the second-highest pass-to-kick ratio in the Men’s Six Nations (6.4 passes to every kick.)

Kicking  
• Italy have made 22 fewer kicks in play than any other team this season, a total of 61 at an average of only

20.3 per match.

Paolo Garbisi 
• Has the highest average pass distance of all fly-halves – 6.5m
• Made the second-most passing metres of any fly-half, a total of 474.
• Has the longest goal kick of the Championship - 43.9m

Stephen Varney 
• Varney has the highest box kick hangtime of the Championship – 4.6secs.

SCOTLAND 
Passing 
• Scotland have passed the ball the least in the Six Nations with only 121 passes per game for a pass

distance of only 741m per game.  This contrasts to 2023 where they averaged the most pass metres per
game of all teams – 1064m.

• Scotland have the lowest Pass/Kick Ratio in this year’s Championship – only 3.3 passes to every kick.

Kicking
• Scotland have kicked the ball more than any other team  – averaging 37 in-play kicks per match.
• They also have the highest kick distance total per match, averaging over 1087m.  They are the only team to

average over 1km.
• Scotland have the second highest average kick distance with 34.0m.  Only France are higher with 34.7m.

Half-backs
• Finn Russell and ben White have made more kicks than any other players in the opening two rounds: 57

and 37 times respectively.  Russell and White are the only players to have made over 1000 kick metres
with 1830m and 1019m respectively.

Finn Russell 
• Finn Russell remains 100% off the tee in the Championship. Against England, three of his six kicks at goal

were an angle of greater than 40 degrees from the posts.
• Finn Russell- has made the most 50m + kicks in the Championship with 7. James Lowe is 2nd with 6.

Duhan van der Merwe 
• Long range specialist van der Merwe, collected the ball for his second try against England 62.5 metres

from the try line. Against England last season, his wonder try – Try of the Season 2023 – started 57.5
metres from the try line. In Round 1, he scored from 46.5 metres against Wales.

Territory Conceded 
• Scotland are conceding nearly two pitches worth of territory from opposition penalty kicks to touch, with

an average of 191m per match, the most of any team.

Lineout 
• Scotland have thrown more long lineouts than any other team, a total of 5.  They also average the longest

lineout in the Championship with 10.4m.
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