
MATCH PREVIEW
IRELAND VS SCOTLAND

SATURDAY 16TH MARCH
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MATCH EDITORIAL 

IRELAND VS SCOTLAND
IRELAND
 

•	 In Rounds 1 to 3, Ireland averaged a Championship-high 220 passes per match. Against England, they 
made 114; their pass-to-kick ratio dropped from 8.0 to 4.0.

•	 Before last weekend, Ireland had produced 22 possessions in which they made more than ten passes – 
11 more than any other team. In Round 4, they managed just two.

•	 Ireland made over 1,000 passing metres in each of the first three rounds. In Round 4, they made fewer 
than any other team (665)

Jamison Gibson Park   
•	 Passed more than any other player in the Championship by volume and distance.  He has made 226 

passes for 1719m.  Tomos Williams sits 2nd to JGP in both categories with a total number of 215 and total 
distance of 1598m.  

•	 Gibson Park has the joint 2nd average box kick hangtime with 4.0secs.  Only Maxime Lucu averages 
higher with 4.2secs.

James Lowe 
•	 Lowe has made the 4th most kicks – 34 - in this year’s Championship.  All above him are 9s  or 10s.
•	 Lowe has made the top 3 longest in-play kicks of thre Championship, the longesat being 56.5m.
•	 2nd most kick metres of any player with 1328m - only Finn Russell has made more with 2172m.   

Jack Crowley 
•	 Crowley kicked the longest goal kick of the tournament v England with 44.7m.  This beat Paolo Garbisi’s 

previous best with 43.9m. 

SCOTLAND 
 

•	 Scotland passed the ball twice as much v Italy than they averaged in Rnds 1-3.  They passed 244 times 
for 1555m v Italy.  Their Rnd 1-3 average was 121 passes for 741m.

•	 Scotland kicked the ball significantly less v Italy than in Rnds 1-3.  Against Italy they kicked the ball 22 
times for a total kick distance of 709m.  This compares to a Rnd 1 -3 per game average of 37 times for 
1087m.  

•	 Scotland’s pass kick ration v Italy was 10.6 passes to every in-play kick.  This compares to an average of 
3.3 passes to every 1 in-play kick in Rnds 1-3. 

•	 Scotland averaged more passes per possession than any team in Round 4 (8.4). Their average in the 
Championship prior to this was 5.8.

•	 Pierre Schoeman’s try in Round 3 followed a 50/22 from Finn Russell. This kick provided a territory 
gain of 41.7 metres; they scored from a lineout 13 metres from the Italian line.

•	 Scotland have conceded the most territory from penalty kicks to touch in three of the four Six Nations 
rounds. Against Italy, they conceded 184 metres of territory due to ill-discipline.

•	 Scotland average the longest lineout with 10.2m.  Wales are 2nd with an 8.9m average.

Half Backs
•	 Finn Russell has made kicked the ball more than any other player in the Championship with 66 kicks for 

2172m.  Ben White and Tomos Williams are joint second in number of kicks with 37 kicks.  James Lowe is 
second for Total kick distance with 1328m. 

•	 Finn Russell and George Horne kicked a huge amount less v Italy than the halves had in Scotland’s 
previous matches.  Russell kicked the ball 9 times for a distance of 342m which compares to a Rnd 1-3 
Championship average of 19 kicks for 610m.  Horne kicked the ball 5 times for 140m v Italy whereas Ben 
White has kicked the ball an average of 12 times for 340m per match.

•	 Finn Russell has the highest average pass distance of all fly-halves – 6.6m.
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PENALTY KICKS TO TOUCH
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SCRUM HALVES



IN
D

E
X

E
D

ITO
R

IA
L

P
LA

Y
E

R
S

H
E

A
D

-TO
-H

E
A

D

16

T
E

A
M

S

FLY HALVES

HEAD-TO-HEADS



IN
D

E
X

E
D

ITO
R

IA
L

P
LA

Y
E

R
S

H
E

A
D

-TO
-H

E
A

D

17

T
E

A
M

S


