
MATCH PREVIEW
ENGLAND VS IRELAND
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MATCH EDITORIAL 

ENGLAND VS IRELAND
ENGLAND
Passing 

•	 England have made the second fewest number of passes in this year’s Championship with 374.  Only Scotland have 
made less with 362.  They also have made the second fewest Total Pass Metres with 786m per match.  Scotland average 
741m per match.

•	 England have the second lowest pass:kick ratio with 4.2 passes to every kick.  Again, only Scotland sit beneath England 
with 3.3 passes for every kick. 

•	 England have the highest average pass distance in the Six Nations: 6.3 metres, and the lowest % of passes that are 5m 
or less. 

Kicking  
•	 Favouring contestable kicking, England have made more box kicks (35) and up-and-unders (14) than any other team. 

Their average kick distance is the lowest in the Championship (26.6 metres).
•	 Ben Spencer and Alex Mitchell have the joint second highest hangtime from their box kicks with 4.0secs

Scrum Halves
•	 Danny Care and Alex Mitchell have the joint-highest average pass distance in the Six Nations: both average  

8.0 metres per pass.

IRELAND
Passing 

•	 Ireland have made more passes that any other team with a total of 660 at an average of 220 per match.  Wales are 
second with nearly 200 passes less – 467 total at an average of 156 per match.  

•	 Ireland have also made the most passes by any team in one match – 252 passes v Wales in Round 3.  
•	 Ireland average more passes per possession than any other team with 7 (see table below). 
•	 Ireland have strung together a total of 22 possessions where they string together ten or more passes – ten more than 

any other team. Ten of these came against Wales.  (See table below)
•	 Ireland have the highest Pass:Kick ratio in the Championship, averaging 8 passes for every kick.
•	 Ireland are the only team that has averaged more than 1,000 passing metres per match (1,289m).
•	 Ireland have the shortest average pass distance at 5.9m and the lowest % of 10m + passes with only 11.21%.

Lineout
•	 Ireland’s lineout was a perfect 100% success after Rnds 1 and 2.  However they lost 3 of their 14 lineouts against Wales in 

Rnd 3.

Jamison Gibson Park 
•	 Passed more than any other player in the Championship by volume and distance.  He has made 193 passes for 1472m.  

Tomos Williams sits 2nd to JGP in both categories with a total number of 177 and total distance of 1300m.  
•	 Gibson Park has the 3rd longest average pass distance of all scrum halves with 7.6m.  Only Alex Mitchell and Danny Care 

average more with 8.0m.  
•	 Gibson Park has the joint 2nd average box kick hangtime with 4.0secs.  Only Maxime Lucu averages higher with 4.2secs. 

James Lowe 
•	 Lowe has made the 4th most kicks with 26 in this year’s Championship.  All above him are 9s  or 10s.
•	 Lowe has the 3rd highest average kick distance – 41.7m.  Only Kyle Rowe and Harry Paterson average more, but they’ve 

only kicked the ball 5 times and 3 times respectively.  Lowe has kicked the ball 26 times.
•	 Lowe has the longest kick of the Championship with 56.5m.  He has also made 4 of the top 10 longest kicks in the 

Championship.
•	 3rd most kick metres of any player with 958m - only Finn Russell and Ben White have made more.   

Jack Crowley 
•	 Highest total pass distance of all fly-halves 527m
•	 Shortest average kick distance of all fly-halves that have started in this year’s Championship 26.3m.  

Passes per  
possession

10+ Pass  
Sequences 

10+ Pass Sequences 
Per Match

Round 3 Passes per 
Possession 

Round 3 10+ Pass 
Sequences 

Ireland 7.03 22 7.33 9 10

England 4.79 11 3.67 4.86 3

Wales 6 12 4 5.67 3

Italy 5.13 10 3.33 5.4 5

France 5.69 12 4 6.31 5

Scotland 4.89 10 3.33 3.18 0
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