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MATCH EDITORIAL

SCOTLAND VS FRANCE

SCOTLAND

X3ani

e Duhan van der Merwe Try - 46.5m - The distance van der Merwe was from the try-
line when he received the ball from Finn Russell. He was 57m from the try-line when he
received the ball for his famous try against England last year.

avidolia3a

e Discipline - Scotland conceded a total of 258 metres from penalty kicks to touch against
Wales — that's more than two and a half pitches worth of ‘free territory’.

SINV3L

e Lineout - Scotland had the longest average lineout throw distance in Round 1 (111 metres),
2.4 metres more than any other team. However, they had the fewest lineouts (six) and
the joint-lowest throw success rate (67%).

¢ Finn Russell - Influential Captain Russell kicked the most times for the most kick distance
in Rnd 1 - 17 kicks for 637 metres. The Scottish halves’ kicking game was very evident
with Ben White making the second most kicks across the weekend with 12 (joint with
James Lowe).

SH3IAV1d

e Passing — Scotland’s Total pass distance was significantly less than their 2023
Championship average — 764m v Wales versus 1064m per match last yean.

e Ben White - 13.2m - White's pass distance to Sione Tuipulotu that cut out 6 Wales
defenders, allowing Finn Russell the space to break and feed Duhan van der Merwe for
his 1st try.

avaH-ol-avaH

FRANCE

e Thomas Ramos - 42.0m — Ramos’ goal kick distance for the longest goal kick of Rnd 1.

e Maxime Lucu - Lucu had the highest individual box kick hangtime at 4.5secs along with
the highest average, 4.3secs.

e Kicking — France made the fewest kicks (22) for the fewest kick metres (704m) of alll
teamsin Rnd 1.

¢ French frailty? — Dan Sheehan'’s try was the result of France failing to deal with Jack
Crowley’s 4.5 sec up and under. Ireland regained possession from the dropped catch
and Sheehan scored from the subseqgquent possession. In the France v South Africa
RWC QF, Damian de Allende’s and Kurt-Lee Arendse’s tries both came from France
failing to deal with high balls.

e Scrum Half - Maxime Lucu made three kicks v Ireland with an average distance of
32.7 metres. As a reference point, Antoine Dupont averaged 7.6 kicks per match at an
average distance of 37.5 metres in last year’'s Championship.

e Passing — France had the lowest Total Pass Distance in Rnd 1 (638m) and the lowest
average pass distance (6.0m).
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