
MATCH PREVIEW
IRELAND VS WALES
SATURDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 
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MATCH EDITORIAL 

IRELAND VS WALES
IRELAND
•	 Passing – Ireland have made by far the most passes (408) and pass distance (2410m) in this 

year’s Championship.  
•	 Passing – Ireland have the joint lowest average pass distance – 6.0m – and the lowest for Rnd 2 

only – 5.6m.
•	 Passing – Ireland have the highest pass kick ratio after Rnds 1 and 2.  7.8 passes to every 1 kick. 

Itay are second with 5.8.
•	 Passing – Ireland make the most passes per possession and have the most possessions in 

which they string together 10 or more passes.

•	 Lineout - Ireland have won all of their lineouts in the Championship so far, the only team with 
100% lineout success rate in either round. 

JAMES LOWE 
•	 4th most kicks (20) in this year’s Championship.  All above him are 9s or 10s.
•	 3rd most kick metres - 707m.  Finn Russell and Ben White are 1st and 2nd.
•	 3rd highest territory gain from these kicks – 580m.   
•	 5 kicks over 50m.  Only Finn Russell has more with 6.  
•	 Longest in-play kick of the tournament so far - 56.5 metres
•	 3rd highest average kick distance – 41.6m.  Only Kyle Rowe and Harry Paterson average more 

but neither has kicked the ball more than 5 times.  Lowe’s has 20. 

JAMISON GIBSON PARK 
•	 In Rnd 1 - the influential 9 made a round high 621 passing metres and 242 kick metres. 
•	 Across Rnds 1 and 2, and across all scrum halves, JGP has the:-
•	 2nd highest average pass distance (7.8m - injured Alex Mitchell is 1st)
•	 2nd fastest av. pass speed (Gareth Davies – not in Wales’ matchday squad – is 1st) 
•	 2nd highest av. box kick hangtime – 4.1 secs. 

WALES
•	 Passing – Wales have made the second most passes (331), second highest total pass distance 

(2087m) and second most passes per possession (6.15) in this year’s Championship.  Ireland sit 
top in all of those categories. 

•	 Kicking – Wales have made the second highest number of kicks in-play – 63.  Scotland have 
made the most with 77. 

•	 Kicking – Wales have the second shortest average kick distance (27.9m) indicating their high 
volume of contestable kicks.   

•	 Territory Conceded - Wales have conceded fewer metres from penalty kicks to touch than any 
other team.  In Round 1, they conceded 72; in Round 2, they conceded 70.

•	 Tomos Williams - has made the most passes (123) and made the most passing metres (922) of all 
players in the Championship so far.  

Passes per possession 10+ Pass Sequences 

Ireland 6.2 12

England 4.76 8

Wales 6.15 9

Italy 4.96 5

France 5.26 7

Scotland 5.93 10
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KICKS IN-PLAY
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